




As your teammate’s dog crosses the line for home, your dog crosses it heading for the hurdles.  
He leaps over the first low jump and then the next and the next and the next, taking only a 
single stride between them. He skids to a halt in front of a box and slams onto its spring-
loaded platform, positioning his mouth where he knows from experience the tennis ball launched 
by the box will fly. He ricochets off the box and with the ball in mouth, rushes back to you, 
again taking the jumps with only a single stride between them. You’re yelling, the opposing team 
is yelling and the crowd goes wild. YES! He crosses the finish line first. He’s the hero of the 
day but he doesn’t care about that. He has a tennis ball! 

Flyball is the most exciting canine team sport around, and while some dogs are better at it than 
others, any dog can play. It’s a relay race in which 2 teams of four dogs each go head-to–head 
down a course of four low hurdles spaced 10 feet apart. Their goal is a box that shoots out a 
tennis ball when the dog steps on its spring-loaded platform. The dog catches the ball and heads 
back to the starting line. When he crosses it the next dog on the team can start. The hurdle 
height is between 8 and 16 inches. Don’t think your dog is too short to compete; most teams have 
one token short dog because the height of the hurdles is set at four inches below the shoulder 
height of the shortest dog on the team (down to eight inches). 

Proper Paws University has added Flyball to its sport curriculum headed up by our Coach Dennis 
Beauchesne. Dennis comes to us after competing with and coaching a successful flyball program in 
North Carolina. Flyball 1 focuses on teaching the hurdles and introducing the Box. Flyball 2 
continues to work and perfect you and your canine partner’s skills. Once you have reached a 
level of proficiency, you may join the 4.0 Flyball team.  The team has one competition under 
their collar and is preparing for their second competition scheduled for July.  Flyball 
competition earns points based on the team’s times. Accumulation of points earns Titles from 
Flyball Dog to Flyball Grand Champion. Each dog runs the course of 104 feet x 4 dogs on the 
team, points are earned for team times of 24 seconds to 32 seconds. Sound impossible? The record 
time is just  over 16 seconds! 

 THE POOP SCOOP-Lots is happening at PPU 
West Campus—Burlington:  Jean Beauchesne has opened PPU West Campus in Burlington.  
Classes are being offered on Tuesday nights at the New Winkler Grade School. 

South Campus—Kenosha:  We will be starting classes in Kenosha at the SafeHarbor Humane 
Society on Thursday nights and Saturday mornings. 

The parking lot will be asphalted in May/June.  We are sorry for any inconvenience this may 
cause but it will improve the parking situation a lot.  We are also looking forward to adding matting 
to the daycare and training areas during the same time frame.  Lots of changes are apaw! 

 

THE BARE BONES….”Catch It—Flyball” 

THE DEAN’S LIST-Alan Floyd 
PPU would like to extend a big round of APAWS and treats to Alan 
for all of his hard work at PPU’s dog park, Caninea. As you may 
have noticed, there has been a tremendous amount of clean-up work 
being done on the brush piles and lots of fresh woodchips being put 
on the muddy areas.  That has been the work of Alan Floyd, the 
committed human companion to Parker and Chase. Thank you, Alan, for 
your diligence and commitment to making Caninea a great place for 
dogs and their humans to enjoy.  
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Canine education A through Z & Daycare 

We’re on the web, check it 

out! 

“The greatness of a nation and its 

moral progress can be judged by 

the way its animals are treated.” 

Mahatma Gandhi 

PPU DAYCARE DOG OF THE           
MONTH…… 
Austin—She is a 2 year-old German Wirehaired 
Pointer who shares her life with the Wegner’s of 
Racine.  Austin has been coming to Dog Daycare 
several days a week for over a year. Her accepting 
nature, gentle approach to other dogs & playful 
attitude have helped several dogs with their 
“first day” jitters.  Austin has become our official 
‘Meet & Greet’ dog for the shy or first time dogs. 
After a morning of play, you may find Austin 
‘sunbathing’ in the yard until the next game 
starts. 




